Classroom Ideas

Making the most of movies: keeping film response journals
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The end of the term ? What’s better : watching a film or just do usual class activities? Watching films in addition to the 4 hours per week of “ communicative “ language instruction they receive in the classroom, and keep journals. We use the term “journal” loosely here to mean that the film reviews follow a simple recount-the – event – and-respond-to-it pattern and that they are done on a regular schedule.

We  have also found that students who were once loathe to complete “traditional” listening homework are now much more consistent in keeping up with their assignment. For teachers whose workplace  has video library , or who are  willing  to put their own video collection  at the disposal of their  students, film response journals are engaging  and useful way to provide language input and motivate students  to improve their listening ability. Authentic video input ,in addition  to its usefulness in assisting learners to develop their listening skills, can also provide realistic and entertaining linguistic and cultural input, and stimulate learner involvement in ways that commercially available and listening material has failed to do.

There is a simple distinction between video material explicity designed for language teaching and video material which was developed for entertainment, informational or other  purposes, and noted a number of assumptions which seem implicit here on the part of educational materials developers.
Advantages of authentic film in the L2 instruction (after Stempletski,2004 )

· enjoyable and entertaining

· increase learner’s interest

· learner control material, level, length of viewing session

· more memorable than listening tapes or “ educational” videos

· usage of real life topics and shared experience

· context provokes emotional response, promotes listener involvement

· motivating: learners are encouraged to find and watch films which they find personally relevant , worthwhile and comprehensible

Development of listening skills

· native –speed speech with natural prosodics occurring in an integrated , meaningful context
· action and speech are realistic

· promotes familiarity with various accents, dialects, idiolects

· exposes learners to idioms or colorful language

· dialogue \ language input clearly tied to development  of dramatic action or plot

· gestures ,facial expressions lend meaning to stress ,intonation

· visual information facilitates  understanding of unfamiliar language

· learners understand that what is said is not always what is meant

· learners are encouraged to ‘listen with their eyes “ as we do in life.

Integrating film response journal into  lessons

First , we explained our students  how they should undertake steps 1-3 ( pre-view, view/review, recall). Steps 4 and 5 are introduced later , after students have viewed on entire film. Students learn tin class how to write a summary of the film. Step 6 is assigned as homework and steps 7 and 8 introduced and begun in class.
Procedure

Step 1 Pre -view
Students are encouraged to view 5-10 minutes film for  interest and difficulty before borrowing it. Students are then asked to  brainstorm and write vocabulary to describe the type of film they will see and to predict the plot and story lines that may occur.

Step2 View- / review
Students are initially engaged in natural viewing for global comprehension of both language and the meaning of the film , as opposed to focusing on ‘the answer’ .They are instructed to stop , rewind the film and review if they are unable  to understand , and to play  particular attention to the language used while reviewing. Students are cautioned  not to watch an entire film at one sitting unless they feel very confident in their ability to understand the dialogue .
Step 3 Recall

Students are asked to recall what has occurred in the film up to that point  and to silently practice explaining the events in the film in English until they are to provide an account of the action thus  far.

Step 4 Recount 

This is a” talkaloud” activity which takes place every other week ,after students have seen a  complete film. Recount generally before the students begin their written reviews.

Step 5 Record

Learners write a one-paragraph summary containing the development, major complications, the climax and the resolution of the plot. 
Step 6 Rewind and replay

Learners watch the film again and follow the same process in steps 1-4 in developing an account of their impression of the film.

Step 7 Review

Students write their impressions of the film they’ve seen  and then rate it for level of difficulty. Reviews are collected by teachers .

Step 8 Report

Learners give oral reports on their impressions of the film and answer questions from interested classmates.

And finally…

For teachers who wish to draw students’ attention to English language, there are two different worksheets (I,II ) which are easily developed  and can be made part of a students’portfolio.
We’d like to recommend watching the following films. By the way, there are some that students  rate highly.

The Secret Garden             Titanic             The Sound of Music         Home Alone

Beauty and the Beast         My Life           Free Willy                         Home Alone II

Sixth Sense                        Leon                Mask                                 The Game
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	Worksheet 1

Title:

	This movie is :

□Great   □Very Good   □Good   □Fair   □Poor   □Terrible!

Level of Difficulty :

□Very Hard  □Hard   □A Bit Hard   □Average   □Fairly Easy   □Easy

Actor/Actress:

	

	Role/Character

	

	Plot outline: briefly summarize the main events or plot developments of the film

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Interpretation: Please express your feelings, opinions & observations about the characters, situations, dramatic development, costumes, scenery & special effects.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Name:                                                                                                Date:                          Review#


Yelena Rumyantseva

	Worksheet 2

Language focus

1)New uses of words or expressions you already know 



	

	

	2)New vocabulary (list any new  words or expressions you picked up)



	

	

	3)Idioms (list any new or familiar idioms and their contexts)

	

	

	

	4)Slang Expressions ( list any new or familiar expressions and their contexts)

	

	

	

	Visual/Cultural Observations

Comment briefly on anything you noticed about these aspects of the film:

1)Facial expressions/body language



	

	

	2)Cultural differences with your country



	

	

	3)New facts or information



	

	

	4)Interesting, unusual or incorrect translations in the subtitles



	

	

	Listening Strategies

What did you do in order to understand what you saw and heard?

□replayed the tape                   □ read the subtitles                   □ used visual information

□used context                          □ used grammar                        □ took note

□used a dictionary                   □ asked someone                      □ repeated
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